Writing Assignment – Research Methods - CJ Department - SHSU
Instructions
Below are the instructions for your writing assignment.  Follow the instructions below in that this is an exercise – purposed to teach you the components of a research paper.   
Generally, research begins with a question and for this exercise, you are provided the question that you are seeking to answer in the below scenario. 
Research papers follow a general outline – if the outlines are the same for all researchers, then readers can decide what part of your paper they want to read to save time (usually the abstract).  We need to understand that readers have limited time and by following the same outline you make it easier for others to navigate your paper.  Perhaps they may want to read only your abstract (condensed details of your research paper contents) to determine if the contents of your paper are applicable to their own research project.  This should explain why you need to have an abstract. 
You are going to write a paper that should contain the following sections (titles and subtitles). 
1. Title Page
1. Table of Contents
1. Introduction – Problem or Objective
 State your research problem first!
 Next, explain the background to the research problem.
 Further justify the proposed study.
 List the issues that emerge from the research problem.
1. Literature Review
 Summarize the main findings reported on your chosen topic by others.
 Make sure you list these readings in References at the end of the proposal. 
Proposed Theoretical Model 
  Link findings from the Literature Review with your own ideas. That is, what do you see as your contribution to the topic under study? Are there any hypotheses to be tested? 
1. Research Design – Subjects – Measurement – Collection- 
  Data: where will you collect the data you need for the project? 
· Other study information such as ethical issues and expected problems. 
· Limitations
· Ethical considerations.
· Methodology: Will you have to develop new variables to measure the proposed constructs or models? Which statistical techniques are most likely to be suitable for testing your data? Do you plan to set up a mainly quantitative or qualitative study or something in between? Are you thinking of using case studies, surveys or some other method? 
· Survey Instrument (if applicable)
Expected Outcomes – Analysis Significance 
· Discuss, in general, how your proposed research would lead to a significant improvement over the original studies, and how it would benefit the field. (In other words, why should someone care? If you were applying for money to do this, why would someone fund you? If you wanted to publish your results, why would they be interesting?) 
1. Data Analysis
· Write a review of your data and the analysis of the data
1. Conclusion
· What did your study reveal? 
· What future studies should be conducted 
1. References
· Include all references in APA style. 
1. Abstract
· No more than 150 words
· An abstract is a brief, comprehensive summary of the contents of your research (goes right after title page, but is written last – when you have the results of your research)


Introduction Instructions
1.  Here is the problem you are seeking an answer for. 
You are the Chief of Police in the City of Omaha, Nebraska with a population of 446,000.   You are wanting to know if your department (your leadership) is having an adequate effect on the crime rate when compared to other cities of similar population.   Perhaps if you find a city which has had a greater effect on the crime rate, you can explore to see what they are doing differently as they target crime in their city. 
a.  You are interested in the rate of crime for the following crimes: murder, theft, aggravated assault, robbery, rape, auto theft, and burglary - plus the total of all crimes. 
b. for the years 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017 a period of five years. 
c.  You are interested in comparing the City of Omaha to 5 other cities of similar population to see if there is any difference between the rates of the different crimes over time. 
You will need to find cities of similar size and reporting their rate of crime at FBI UCR at the following link (you may have to explore).       
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s
d.  This is your table (started below) with the crime data, the years and the cities (you pick) and the rate of change each year.    Use the below tables – insert them in your paper. 








	[bookmark: _GoBack]City 417 NEBRASKA
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	Total All Part 1. Crimes 

	OMAHA City
	2013
	330
	20
	697
	95
	1434
	1515
	5649
	9740

	
	2014
	359
	14
	719
	85
	1566
	1608
	6249
	10590

	Rate of Change
	
	8.78 =9%
	-30%
	3.15%
	10.52%
	9.2%
	6.13%
	10.62%
	9%

	
	2015
	329
	26
	758
	100
	1113
	1079
	5512
	8917

	Rate of Change
	
	-8.35%
	86%
	5.42%
	17.64%
	-29%
	-33%
	-12%
	16%

	
	2016
	248
	12
	763
	118
	1424
	922
	5820
	9307

	Rate of Change
	
	-24,62%
	-54%
	.65%
	18%
	28%
	-14.55%
	5.58%
	4.37%

	
	2017
	260
	15
	932
	196
	1537
	1015
	5796
	9751

	Rate of Change
	
	5%
	`25%
	22.14%
	66%
	8%
	10.08%
	.41%
	5%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




	City 432 COLORADO
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	Total All Part 1. Crimes 

	COLORADO SPRINGS CITY
	2013
	211
	14
	498
	174
	950
	1809
	6071
	9727

	
	2014
	189
	10
	531
	201
	706
	1092
	5231
	7960

	Rate of Change
	
	-10.42%
	28.57%
	6.62%
	15.51%
	-25.68
	-39.63%
	-14%
	-18.16

	
	2015
	185
	8
	557
	135
	687
	1113
	5791
	8476

	Rate of Change
	
	2.11%
	-20%
	5%
	-33%
	-2.69%
	2.11%
	10.70%
	6.48

	
	2016
	197
	7
	676
	255
	898
	1187
	5489
	8709

	Rate of Change
	
	6.48
	-12.5%
	21.36
	89%
	31%
	6.64
	-5.21%
	3%

	
	2017
	221
	15
	774
	270
	968
	1132
	4985
	8365

	Rate of Change
	
	12.18
	11.42
	14.49
	6
	8
	4.6
	9.18
	-4%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	






	City 464
MISSOURI 
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	Total All Part 1. Crimes 

	KANSAS CITY
	2013
	776
	46
	1861
	212
	535
	3337
	2205
	8972

	
	2014
	640
	25
	1662
	138
	459
	2286
	2134
	7344

	Rate of Change
	
	-17.52
	-45.65
	-10.69
	-34.90
	-14.20
	-31.49
	-3.21
	-18.14

	
	2015
	704
	37
	2133
	179
	1791
	2289
	5832
	12965

	Rate of Change
	
	10
	48
	28.33
	30
	290.19
	.13
	173.32
	43.35%

	
	2016
	862
	51
	2577
	178
	1669
	2076
	5469
	12882

	Rate of Change
	
	3.24
	38
	4.16
	.55
	-7
	-9.30
	-6.22
	-.64%

	
	2017
	890
	66
	2960
	195
	1974
	2104
	5963
	14152

	Rate of Change
	
	3.24
	29.41
	15
	9.55
	18.27
	1.34
	9
	10%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	City 451 CALIFORNIA
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	Total All Part 1. Crimes 

	LONG BEACH
	2013
	588
	21
	514
	54
	1196
	1963
	3378
	7714

	
	2014
	429
	12
	593
	60
	1135
	1785
	3203
	7217

	Rate of Change
	
	-27
	-43
	15.36
	11.11
	-5.10
	-9.06
	-5.18
	-6.44

	
	2015
	465
	13
	740
	94
	1254
	1470
	4089
	8125

	Rate of Change
	
	8.39%
	8.33%
	25%
	56.66%
	10.48%
	-17.64%
	27.66%
	12.58%

	
	2016
	540
	15
	741
	109
	1364
	1527
	4009
	8305

	Rate of Change
	
	16.12%
	15.38%
	.13%
	16%
	9%
	4%
	-2%
	2.21%

	
	2017
	618
	11
	829
	93
	1422
	1442
	3416
	7831

	Rate of Change
	
	14.44%
	-26.66%
	12%
	-14.67%
	4.25%
	-5.56%
	15%
	-6%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	








	City 447 VIRGINIA
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	Total All Part 1. Crimes 

	VIRGINIA BEACH
	2013
	158
	10
	143
	83
	164
	718
	4517
	5793

	
	2014
	122
	12
	130
	50
	167
	526
	3954
	4961

	Rate of Change
	
	23%
	20%
	-9.09%
	-40%
	2%
	-27%
	-12.46%
	-14.36%

	
	2015
	128
	12
	124
	52
	189
	505
	3931
	4941

	Rate of Change
	
	5%
	0%
	-4.61%
	4%
	13.17%
	-4%
	-.58%
	-.40%

	
	2016
	133
	8
	134
	69
	257
	428
	4113
	5142

	Rate of Change
	
	4%
	-33.33%
	8.06%
	-21.15%
	36%
	-15024%
	4.62%
	4.06%

	
	2017
	142
	10
	133
	58
	197
	407
	3569
	4516

	Rate of Change
	
	7%
	25%
	-1%
	-16%
	-23.34%
	-5%
	-13.22%
	-12.17%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



To calculate the percentage increase (rate of change):

First: work out the difference (increase) between the two numbers you are comparing.

Increase = New Number - Original Number

Then:  divide the increase by the original number and multiply the answer by 100.

% increase = Increase ÷ Original Number × 100.

If your answer is a negative number then this is a percentage decrease.
To calculate percentage decrease:

First: work out the difference (decrease) between the two numbers you are comparing.

To calculate the percentage decrease (rate of change):

Decrease = Original Number - New Number

Then: divide the decrease by the original number and multiply the answer by 100.

% Decrease = Decrease ÷ Original Number × 100

If your answer is a negative number then this is a percentage increase.

Read more at: https://www.skillsyouneed.com/num/percent-change.html

If you cannot do the math – the above web page has a place where you can input the values and they are calculated for you. 

Example:

The 2014 number of robberies in Omaha is 455

The 2015 number of robberies in Omaha is 532

	((532 – 455) divided by 455) times 100 = x     or   ((532-455)/455) * 100 = x

	(77 divided by 455) times 100 = x 

	.1692 times 100 = x

	X = 16.92%     You had a 17% increase in robberies between year 2014 and 2015

If we reverse the values for the years 2014 and 2015, crime would had decreased, you would be reporting a -17%.   For this assignment we are looking for the decreases. 


Literature Review Section

You will need to write a literature review.  

This section of your paper contains discussion of the research of others who have also researched crime rate changes.   

You need to access the online library and find research reports that discuss the topic of crime rate increasing or decreasing over time.  

Sometimes there is not much research on your topic – it is important to inform your readers this information. (limited findings is reportable)

Method Section of your Paper

This section details you plan on going about your research.  It is a blueprint for your study.  This section contains the details of your research technique.  It should be detailed so that other researchers have enough information to replicate your study.  

For this paper – your design is mentioned above under the introduction section.  You will write up the details of your design in this section.

Results Section of your Paper (Data Collection - Analysis)

This is where you will place your table with the data you have collected from the FBI UCR web page.  It will also contain information on percentage change. 

Conclusion Section of your Paper

In this section you will present your finding – you will answer the chiefs question on crime change and thus help him decide how to allocate his personnel to fight crime in his own city.   He may find significant change in a similar size city and seek out a discussion with the chief of that city to determine what he is doing to address crime in his city.  

Abstract
This is a short report, 150 words to 250 words, on your research project.  It is written last but goes at the first of your paper.  It is written after you have conducted your research and have collected your data and determined the results of your research. 
